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The Peace of the Church. 


j4Jam.1. 25 
2.8 
b At.15.10 
cErck.20.,25 
vid.Irenz,.1.4 


cap.29 


d Gal. 2.4,5 


unto good, fo the cunning of fin doth pervert the 


| beſt things unto evil, and turn the very Grace of 


God into wantonneſle. 

- Chriſts coming was to {ct Priſoners at Liber- 
ty, Ii. 61.1. And of all other, this of Chri- 
ſtian liberty is one of the choiceſt Jeivels, with 
the cuſtody whereof hee hath entruſted his 


{ Church. 


This Liberty is twofold , either from Bondage 
Spiritual under Sin and Satan, or from Bon- 
dage Carnal under the Ceremonies ,of the Mq- 
ſaical Law, which in oppoſition to the 4 roy- 
al and perfe& Law of Liberty is called an 6 in- 
tolerable yoke, and c Commandements which 
were not good. TB AD 


the Religion of Chfiſt, 'did' yet( through the 
ſubtilty of Satan )- ſtumble at this Zzberty, Some 
againſt it ; and-to theſe - the Apoſtle 4 would 


not. give, place for am hour.i,.: Others were weak 
Brethren, who in their Conſciences - were not 


' perſwaded of this Liberty, and were offended 


at the uſe of it in thoſe whoſe faith was better 
ſetled, With reſpe&t to theſe, the Apoſtle in 
this Chapter ſtates the difference” then depen- 
ding in de Church ; fo that neither the k»ow- 
ledge of ithe one might breed ſcorn of thoſe who 
were doubtful, as weak ;, nor the ſcruples of 
the other : breed ' cenſure of. thoſe who were 
free, as wicked, wherein premiſing a moſt wiſe 


a pious maxime , That weak Chriſtians 


ought 


Two {orts of men there were, who profecſling | 


were falſe Brethren, who dogmatically taught | 


1 
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ought to be plyed and cheriſhed in- the main 
matters of Religion, and not perplexed with 
impertinent diſputations ; and then giving directi- 
ons to both ſides touching their mutuall behavi- 
queſtion it (elf. 

For the ground 'whereof, he laieth an excel- 
lent diſtin&tion touching Things Izd;fferent, which 
may be conſidered either per ſe, alone by them- 
{clves, and ſo he itates the queſtion for the ſtrong, 
verſ.-14. Or in Ordine ad alind, with reſpect to 
ſome: other thing: : and ſo he giyerh theſe three 
| Rules, | | 

I. In order to the Weak : ſo Liberty muſt give 
place to Charity I muſt rather reſtrain my {elf, 
1 than ſcandalize and hazard the fafery of my bro- 
ther, v.13; 15. | 
-2. In order to the DodFrines of the Goſpel, So 
Fundamentals , wherein the Kingdom of God | 
doth ſtand, are to take place of ſuch, 7» 
quibus non vertitur ſalus Eccleſie, which there- 
tore ; however to bee ſtrongly vindicated a- 


unſcaſonably obtruded upon tender Conſci- 
ences, otherwiſe agreeing in the Subſtantial 


{18, 

3. In order to the Church of God. And fo 
the Peace and Edification of that is to- bee pre- 
| ferred before the. rigorous and ſtiffe aflerting 
of our own private Liberty': for the Fdificats- 


our towards each other, he proceedeth to ſtate the | 


grounds of righteouſneſſe and peace, wverſ. 16, 17, | 


—_ 


gainſt malicious corrupters, are yet not to bee | 


on of the Church is Gods Work, 'and wee 
B 2 ought 
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ought not by imprudentand immoderate pertina- 
ry in ſmaller things to diſturbe or hazard the work 
which God hath ſet us ro do. Fs 20 
And from theſe three Grounds the Apoſtle 
witdeth up the whole Controverſic in two Defini- 
tive Concluſions, gk 27 OILY 
',F> Thatih caſe of Scandal towenk Chriſtians, 
and therefore much more in caſe df*Scindal and. 
diſturbafice to the Chweh, men ought rather to ſup- 
preſſe rheit 'opinions in matters of zvdifferent na-/ 
ture, and t$ «joy rhetr perfivaſions berween-God | 
and their bw Conſcience, 'than' by unkaſomble! 
vindicating them to offend either one or other. 
xrgorth he of 542 _ 413 ©: SLY 
> "That thinss'ftandine per ſe, men ought, 
notrd «foe pate eares Fg Hat ExroMtons' 
Fnudzement of their Conſcience, - becauſe whit? t 
{oever: is not of Faith 8 Simc ©.'29. ' Things 
ftandine I ſay ; by themſelves aloe , as meates 
and drinkes - in the Church ar that time did. 
Otherwiſe when any marenint' AR doth 'inter- 
vene to alter the indiffereroy ef the thing ( though 
not in its adture, and as tb Liberty of Conſcrence, 
yet in its uſe, and as to Liberty of Pradtace ) as an 
a& of Soveraisn 'CAwthority , in this exſe men 
ſhowd: labour -ro redtifie” their judgements, that 
they may not lie between the two difficuities of a 
doubrful Conſcience oft the one hand ,"2nd an un- 
durifill pradtice onthe other. 
The words of the Text belong unto the Third 
of the foreaamed iRules© 2ad they Contain a wile 


and godly Direction for all"Cheiſtians ,- but 
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chiefly for diſpencers of the Goſpel, That in caſe 


of. any. emergent differences amongſt Brethren 


| we ſhould bound our behaviour. by theſe rwo 


Limuts. oy” 
x To preſerve and purſue 744 gluing, The things 


| that make for Peace. 


2 {Thar this Peace muſt be f{uch as will con- 


[Git with, and promote the good of the Church, 


£74 #3:oSoph;. - And then for the manner, How 
todo it, it is drdxwwy;, not onely to meet thele 


| things when they are obyious ang. Pikeeed to] 


us but;to purſue and runne, after , them , when 
. they. feem to flic away from us. And ſo there 
muſt be ane? Sway, if haply it be poſſible to over- 
take them. | 


y 


[:'-:1B « _ vans; Thethings mhuch make or Pe Ace. 
|-But-a5 not the 


Church. of ' Chriſt ſet forth unto 


{ us in the | Scripture (as; a Militant Church, an 
| Army with, Banners, * 
| Peace ? 


How then.. to; :purſuc 
Certainly as Chriſt is fetforth in 
the Scripture: as; 2.4 Captain, 21 6. Leader, a 
& Man of War ,-& 4-Liowof the Tribe of F#- 
dah, the victorious Tribe ; fſo- ts Hee.. as a 
F Prince. of Peace too. Hogonred,.at his, Byrth 
with the ſtile: of £ Jwmranucl, 4name of, PeaceP: 


| Crowned: jn his Baptifme: with. a, 4, Pope the 
| cmbleme- of Perce,» holeing in his.hang a Scepter 
| the 7 Golpel of Paace's, - bets. in the) Building 
| k 55 x20anls yorias; & Corner fone ;the place of Peace, 


coming into-the World with-a 41 Soxg. of Peace ; 
20ing Out of the, Wield: with. 2 52 Legacy, of 


arney. Ball. Epitt.7 7.ad Matic, Epii,” 
FT Peace 5 
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1 Matth. 10.34 
o John 18.11 
þ Match. 13.57 
q9Matth.17.27 
Etgnvexds 614 
Ay TOA E + 
Chryſoft .Fusc 
in Pſa, ud. 5. 
6.vi4,ctiam in 
Pſal. u9. pag. 
690.Edit, Sa- 
vil, 


7 Gal. 5.1, 
[ AQs 16, 3. 
7 Gal.2. 3. 
u1Cor.1o, 23 
x Gal. 1. 10, 
1 Thel. 2.4 
}1 Cor. 9 19 
2 Cor.g. 5. 
{1 Cor.7. 13, 


* Paler Max. 
a Matth.23.23 


bAQs 15.28. 


jc 1Cor. 3. 10, 
I1, 


_—— 


Peace; in one word, 2 perfe&t Moſes, the meek- 
eſt Man, and yet the mightieſt Warriour ; a 
true David, ia man much vers'd in Battel, and 
yet .made up all of Love, » ſending a Sword in 
one place, and o ſheathing up a Sword in ano- 
ther ; p carclefle of offencing in caſe of piety, 
and q tender of offending in caſe of liberty. 
Thus Hee, and thus his Church too, Salem, a 
place of Peace'; Fernſalema viſion of Peace,and yet 


therein a Fort, and an Armory for ſhields and 


bucklers; Cant.4.4. | 

To know the difference, wee. are to diſtin- 
ouiſh both concerning Perſoxs, and concerning. 
Things, 

For Perſons : the ſame Apoſtle who here teach- 
eth us to. compaſſionate the Weak, doth teach 
us elſewhere to » withſtand the obſfinare ; and he 
who out of tenderneſſe to ſome | yeelded to cir- 
cumciſe Timothy, out of —_— of others t refu- 
{ed to circumciſe Tits, u plealing all men in one 
caſe, and x forbearing to pleaſe in another, a y 
ſervant to all himſelf, and yet, 2 Bee yee not the 


ſervants of men. 


Concerning Things : though the Heathen man 
ſpake truly * Nihil minimum in Religione, yet 
we know 4 our Saviour difſtinguiſheth | between 
Mint or Cummin, and the great things of the 
Law. And the b Apoſtolicall Synod, between 
things neceſſary and unneceſſary ; and Saint . Pau? 
here between meats: and drinks, and the King- 
dom of God; and © elſewhere between the foun- 
dation and {uperſtruction. | 


Some 


| 
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Some Truths there are, which belong ad fidew 


Catholicam ;, others which pertain onely ad ſczen- 
tiam Theologicam : Some are 4 Queſtiones mics, 
and others ay:9.9þ/> as Gregory NaJzamen diſtin- 
guiſheth. Some are de fide, againſt thoſe who 
deny Fundamentals : Others, cerca fidem, againſt 
thoſe who by perilous ſuper-inducements bruiſe 
and wrench the toundation : Others, preter fidem, 
b in quibus ſalva fide qua Chriſtiani ras iano- 
ratur verum,as S.Anſtin ſpeaks. In which we may 
| crre or be ignorant, belecyve or ſuſpend, without 
any hazard to the common Faith. In one word, 


as c Tertulliax, diſtinguitheth of ſms, ſo may we of | 


Opinions. Some are Quotidiane incurſions, ſuch 
as are uſually incident to humane frailty : ſome are 
Dogmata devoratoria ſalutis, ſuch as proceed from 
Hereticall pride and blindnefle. þ 

Now the Rule is certain, That in the great 
things of the Law. and Goſpel , which either 
are Foundations themſelves, or are moſt viſibly 
and iramediatly adjacent and contiguous: to the 
Foundation , wee ought 4 tneyariteda, as Saint 
Fude ſpeaks, to contend earneſtly 5 as there was 
noe ſmall diſlention and diſputation between 
Paul and Barnabas, and the falſe Brethren, who 
taught the neceſſity of Judaicall Rites | unto 
Salvation, Ads 15. v.2. And e Athanaſins the 
Great would 'not have the Orthodox Brethren 
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hm 


rimus, dummo- 
do non id pro 
cogniro pracep - 
toque tenea- 
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Nullum 
periculum cjt -- 
De Creatore, ſi 


| aliud quam 


opo7tct as ſeſe 


res habet nobis perſuadetur, perniciofiſſimo Errore decipimur. Aug. de Lib. Arb. lib.3. 


cap- 21. & de Gen. adlit. lib. 10. cap. 23. 
c Tert. de Pudicit. cap. 19. 


b Aug. de Peccato Origin. cap. 23, 
d Jud. ver. 3, e Athan. Epiſt: ad Orthodoxos. De} 
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bujuſmodz Epiſtolis qua formata Communicatorie & pacifice vocabantar,, Vid, Aug. E- 


piſt. 136. & Opr. lib. 2. 
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FBaſil-Ep.3 25 
ad Epiphan. 


& - Bith.Dave- 
nantin Epitt, 
Pacificat aupecr 
Ws 5; :-1 

bh Vid. Euſcb, 
. Hiit.. [:4co13. 
&1.5-c:3 92. & 
G:egr. Naz. 
Orat. 12. pag. 
203. Pariſ. 
1609. 

: 2 Tim.2.:9 
k Hol.4-1 5, 

2 Car.6,16 


| 
A Cypr.1ib:de 
lentent. Epifc. 
dc Heretic. re- 
! . IS 
vaptizand, 


tO receive 7Vroy Helinmdy, any forms or Letters paci- 
ficatory from George the Arrian Perlecatoy, "And 


f Baſil the Great giveth an excellent reaſon of it, 


ETaSay 33 Thy amiTH]a Thc mics ana amapariviceuls, 
ami hers $3 nbryoy fverooty, If once wee ſhake 


: | che ſumplitity of the Faith, and retain not that 
- | as a" Rule and meaſure of inferiour differences, 


5 po and Contentions will prove ' end- 
lefle. - | S *. 
This care then and circumſpeRtion is chiefly'to 
be uſed in thele three Caſes, as a £-learned "Pre- 
lare of oiff Church hath obſerved. © 2 wn 
1. Incaſe $ of Herefie, when Adverſaries de- 
ny or'deprave the faith'of the Goſpel ; as 4 Hy- 


\ 


menens and Philetws , "who teaching againſt the 


Reſirrre&ion, overthrew mens Faith; ©» 1 hn tk | 


2. In caſe of Idolatry'+'k If Tſrael play th 
harlot , Ie: not Fndah tranſereſſe ';" for Tie tuyna- 
relderic, What agreement hath'the Temple of/'God with 
Taps fe - #2 ioatfi | A 0G 
- 2, In caſe 'of Tyranny - when any ſhall uſarp 


[and exercife Domimation' over the Conſciences 
of men_ro* bring them' into 'bondage 'unto Do- 


&rines of errours, and make Articles of Faith for 


all Churches ro {ubmitunto -:- In which caſe the } 


Apoſtle hag no patience,GHl.2.4;5 4 ile entmr 


quiſquam noſtrum Epiſcopins fe efſe Epiſcoporim | 


conſftiruit, aut tyrannicoterrore afl obſequendi neceſ- 
fitatezy collegas ſuos adezit : they are the words of 
Saint Cyprian in the Councel of Carthage,upon the 


ca of Re-baprizarion: 


This then being laid for a firm foundation, 


Le. INC ODETTE 3 


= 


—_ . 


that, 
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that Chriſt where he is b King of Salem, muſt 


[be King of pO pr too; that the c wiſc- 


dome which is. from above muſt be firſt pure, 
and then peaceable , that our unity. muſt be the 
d Unity of the Spirit: Ea enim ſola Eccleſia pax eſt, 
que Chriſti pax eſt , as e Saint. Hilary {peaks ; 
The ſtate of this Point is in theſe 'two words: 
T&ee4;, War there muſt be (I ſpeak in a ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe) with Principalities, and Powers , 
and ſpiritual Wickednefſes : For the Church 
is Militant , and hath Weapons of ſpiritual 
Warfare, given of purpoſe to refiſt Enemies. 
Chriſt came to ſend a Sword againſt all dan- 
gerous Errors of minde, or manners. -» And as 
in this Warre , every Chriſtian muſt have 
|rayoraiay ©e7, aS Saint Paul ſpeaks, The whole Ar- 
monr of God : {o, above all, Timothy, and ſuch as 
he was, muſt be. good Souldters, 2 Tim. 2.3. with 
the Eye to watch, with the Tongue to warn, 
with the Sword of the Spirit to convince and 
to corre& gain-ſayers. War there muſt be, 
but 436, Contention and inward jarres there 
muſt not be, and that for this very reaſon, be- 
cauſe there is War; for as our Saviour faith, 
cA Kingdom divided within it ſelf” cannot ſtand 
at any time, much lefle when it wageth War 
with a Forreign and Potent Adverſary, ſuch as 
Satan, and all other Enemies of the Church 
are, who by the adyantage of an inteſtine 
Commotion would ſave himſelf the labour of 
drawing the Sword, and become rather a ſpe- 


q 


C Ctatour 


—————— 


b Heb.7. 2 
cJam.3.17 


d Epheſ. 4.3 


ec Hilar.conty, 
Aria. & Au. 
Xcnt. 


wid. Greg.N FY 
Orat.1, pag. 
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rel.68. 


Oxcio! Agyt- 
out, Chrylt. 
in Gen. Hom. 


4+ 


Epiphan. Hz-|rhe Chriſtian Faith , both Martyres defignatt , 


{wer, prayers, intereſts, for preſerving the unity ' 


| tatour than a party in the Conqueſt, A no- 
table example we -have ' mm Melerius, and Peter 
Biſhop of CAltxandria, both Conteſſours of 


and condemned 4d Metalla for their Proteſhion, 
who upon a.ſmall difference , touching the re- 
ceiving of the ' Lapſi 'into' Communion , fell 
[UNO {0 great a''Schiſme, that they drew a par- 
tition between cach other in the Priſon, and 
would not hold Communion in the ſame wor- 
ſhip of Chriſt, for which notwithſtanding they 
joymly ſuffered ,* which” diflantion of theirs 
did the Church of 'God more hurt by cauſing 
a great rent and Sect among the members there- 
as _ any perſecution the Enemy could have 
raiſed. h 
Greatly: therefore doth it. concern>all * of 
us in our places and orders to put to all onr po- 


of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, and for 
| purſuing and promoting the Peace of Fern-' 
ſalem, ' that in nothing 'we give offence to the! 
Church of ' God ; rather be willing to filence' 
| and {mother out private judgements , to relin-/ 
quith our particular liberties and mtereſts, to 
queſtion and miſtruſt _—_—— Jjudicia , (as Ter-' 
tulan calls them ) onr fingular conceits and! 
fancies, than to be in any ſuch thing ſtiffe and 
peremptory againſt the quiet of Gods Church. 
The Weak to be humble and tractable; 'the' 
| /rong to be meek and merciful ; + the "— 
| to 
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to inſtru the jgnorant, to reclaim the wan- 
dering , to reſtore the lapſed, to convince the 
froward with the ſpirit of meekneſſe and com- 
paſſion : The People to obey, honour and en- 
courage their Miniſters by their docible and 
flexible diſpoſition , to ſuſpe&t their owne 
Judgements, to allow their Teachers to know 
more than they ; not 'to hamper themſelves , 
nor to cenſure their Brethren , nor to trouble 
their Superiours by ungrounded Scruples , or 


uncharitable prejudices , or unquiet, and in the 
end uncomfortable ſingularities. How did our 
Saviour poure our his Spirit in that heavenly 
Prayer , tor the Unity of his People : That they 
may be one, and one in us, and made perfett in 
one ? How doth the Apoſtle poure out his 
very bowels m this reſpect unto the Church ? 
If any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if azy bowels and 
mercies, be ye like minded. Take heed of ſtrife, 
of vain-glory , of pride in your own conceits, 
of cenſure of .your - Brethren , of private re-. 
{pets. Lay afide your own reputation , be 
in the forme. of ſervants ; have ſuch humble 
judgements , as that you can be willing to 
learn any, though unwelcome Truth ; to un- 
learn any , though darling Errour : have fich 
. | humble lives and purpoſes, as that you can reſolve 
to obey with duty, whatſoever you are not a- 
ble with reaſon to gainſay. The godly Prixn- 
ces., how carcfull have they ever been to ſup- 
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Euflch. de wit. | 
cap | Church ? 


Conſtant.l.2 
| c.63- 68.1ib.3 | 
CI 2» 20, 


Euaeriusl, 3 


cap.30 
Nicephorus lib. 
I5.C.25 
King Fames Fr 
his Dedlaration 
to the Stares 
againlt Conra- 
dus Vorſtins, 
and in his In- 
ſruions to 
his Bithops, 
Anno 1622 

* Gen.13.8 


| only for preſervation of Peace. Anaſtaſius in the 


Ads 7.26 
Pſal.13 3-1 
Epheſ.4.36 
Exeolem ut 
70, Tgnor. Icrt. 
Jude v.3 


2 Pet.1.1 
Acts 4.32 
Phil.1.27 
tnum fignum 
babemus: quarc 
N01 in 170 ovill 
ſumus ? Aug. 
To.7.ſerm.ad 
pleb. in Caſori- 
enſem. 

* FuſtinMartyr 
dialog .cumTry- 
phon,Optat.l.1, 
Ang. contr, 
Epiſft. Parmcn, 
tb. cap.1 


| name of Brethren. 


} 
( 
ſ 


— 


preſſe and remove Diſſentions from Gods 
Conſtantine the Great writerth Let- 
ters, publiſheth Edits, makes large Orations | 
to the Biſhops of the Nzceze Councel at their 
Sitting and Diſſolution, to no other purpoſe than 


great Diflentions of the Eaſternue and Weſterne— 
Churches about -the +Councel of Chalcedon, 
touching the two Natures of Chriſt , how ſe- 
vere was he to require his Biſhops to promote 
and conſerve Peace in the Church 2 as Ema- 
grins and Nicephorus note. To ſay nothing of 
the Pious examples of our Dread Soveraign 
and his moſt Renowned Father , who both by 
Writings, and by Injunctions, by. Pen, and Po- 
wer,by Argument,and by Authority, have ſhewed 


their care to ſupreſſe thoſe unhappy Differences; | 


wherwith by the cunning of Satan,the Churchesof 
God have of late yeers been too much diſquicted. 
Conſider we Þeloved) that we are * Brethren, 
that we have ne Body, one Spirit, .one Faith, one 
Hope, one Baptiſme, one Calling, brought out of 
the ſame womb of common 7gnorarce , . heirs 


of the ſame common Salvation, partakers of a- | 


like precious Faith, ſealed with the ſame Sacra- 


ments, fed with the ſame Manna, ranſomed |. 


with the ſame PriZe.,, comforted with the ſame 
Promiſes; info much, that * Fuſtine Martyr and | 
Optatus have been charitable 1o far as to call 
Judaizing Chriſtians, and Donatiſts by the 
W hoſoever therefore .by 


Pride, 


__ 
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Pride, or Faction, or Schiſme, or Ambition, or 
novel Fancies, or Arrogance, or Ignorance, or 
Sedition, or Popularity, or vain-Glory, -or En- 
vie, or Diſcontent, or Correſpondence, , or any 
other Carnal reaſon, ſhall rend the ſeamleſle 
Coat of Chriſt, and cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 
I ſhall need load him with no other guilt than the 
Apoſtle doth, That he is not the Servazt of Chriſt; 
Rom.16.17.For how can he who is without Peace 
or Love,ſerve that God who is the God of Peace, 
whoſe name is Love, and whoſe Law is Love 2 
Beſides this, we in our Calling are Brethren, 
Conſortio muneris, and there. is a ſpecial tie upon 
us to be zo ſtrikers, 1 Tim.3. 3. not to ſtrike our 
fellow-labourers with an Eye of ſcorn, or- a 
Tongue of. cenſure, or a Spirit of negle<t,.or a 
Pen .of gall and - calumny. Woe need nat in 
any. Controverſie flie to ſtones, . {0 .long/ as: our 
Reaſon and Learning holdeth out,” Not 'to ſtrike 
the People of God, either with the Rod of 
Circe, to ſtupifie and , benum them in ſenſual 


| ſecurity,. crying, Peace, Peare_-, where there ts 30. 


Peace_-; . or: with unſeaſonable and miſapplied 
terrours, 7i#ev owsiSnow, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
To wound the Conſcience_, and to make ſad the ' 
hearts of thoſe whom the Lord hath not made 
ſad : Chriſt our Maſter was Conſecrated to this 
Office by the Sp3rit in the ſhape of a 4 Dove_Þ, 
as an embleme of that weekneſſe which was in 
him, and which from him ſhould deſcend upon a)l 
his {ſubordinate Officers. 
And | 


"_ 
| 
| 


Non habene Dc 
char itatem, qui 
Eccleſia non di-! 
ligunt unita= | 
Arg.de Bapr 1. ' 
3.6.16, wid. 
Greg.Nax. 0- 
rat.14.p.215, 
216 


palſy mery- 
Yu x7! ougs- 
01919 Za Yev. 
Odjfſ.x. © ; 
a Tdcirco 0 in 
columba venit 
Spiritus fan- 
Au; Simplex a- 
nimal tFlatum, * 
non felle ama - 
rum, non mor ſi- 
bus ſaroum non 
unguum lace- 
rationt violen- 
tum.Cypr. dett- 


nitas, Eccleſae. 
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And as the love of Brethren ſhould hold us, 


keepe up the Tower of David, the Peace of the 


wh =o | Church, -rhir by inteſtine differences we cauſe not 
Hom.Iliad. «. | the Adverſary to 6 rejoyce,and to ſpeak reproach- 


S849 89 | fifly, When c all the members of the Church are 
xepuns xe) | Eft joyncd togethet winculo fidei,glutine charitatis, 


mn). Iliad. by the bond'and cement of faith and love ; when 
27% 7X | Governors, Teachers, People, joyn hand in hand, 
abppres , 5 | The One to rule with authority and meekneſle, the 
rl, i | tad: co honour boch by humble ſubmiſſion to th 
© ©... - | efhtra}, to honour Dot d wm1inon to the 
+ <0 judement, and willing Arm ek ro: the guidance 
LEE | of thetr Governours and Paſtours ; then do they 
"iculum concor. | cut off occaſion from thoſe who ſeek occaſion, 
di4 propulſan- | and difappoint the expectation of thoſe' who (as 
dm. cl | kearhied Civilian ſpeaks) 'do Captare tempora im-" 
ry ET a- | parata of inquieta, whoſe beſt#ihing is in troubled 
ny 6a%- | waters : for as the Divel (as Oprarms ſpeaks) is tor- 
$20 2 | mented with the peace of Brethren ; {o is he moſt 


Th nps]ega,og | HC : EI 
73 Tis &7i- | quickned and put into hopes of ſucceſſe in his at- 


fe. Chry, | | 
Hom. 7. in | | foment and cheriſh among themſelves : When 
| by the defeftion of Feroboam, Fudah and Iſraz! 
Javudarey v= | EEE 
it. cttain, de Spiritu 
ſanRo, cap. 30. \Nazianz. Oat. 1.pa9g.34- Petr. Zrod.decret. hb.1. Tit. 2. [e.8. 


fo our jealouſte of Enemies ſhould- drive - vs to | 


wa 
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\ . . > R WT . &; ; 
cots AaCly Ti rempts 'againſt the Church, by thoſe' mutuall rup- 
Genel. 
TeTo jpadantsa 
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0"* | tures and jealoufies which' the membets thereof 
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-| of Controverſies between the Gatlacran Churc 


| againſt the Reformed Churches ., Thar the 
{ Difſentions amongſt themſelves are evident 
| ions. of an Heretical fpirit, 'as Bellarmine_, 
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we know one grand Objection of the Papiſts 


Stapleton , and others argue; and FitJ-Samon, 
an Triſh Jeſuit hatch written a juſt Volume of 
this one Argument, which he calleth Britarno- 
muchia,, the Watres of the Divines of 1our 
Country amongſt themſelves. ; How happy 
they are in that pretended Unity. , which they 
make a note of 'their true Church, I refer to 
any mans judgement who ſhall reade the croffe 
Writings of the Evgliſh Seminaries, and Feſmits, 
the Feſwits and Donunecans, Smith; and Kelliſon, 
Loemly and Hallier, Daniel Feſu and' Aurelins, 
the different judgements concerning the Judge 


and thoſe more captivated to the Popes Chair 
in Ntaly and Spain': ito ſay nothing of the ewb 
hundred. and thirty ſeven Differences obſerved 
by Papprs, and three hundred and. odde by: a 
Reverend Biſhop of ours amongſt the Romane_ 
Doctours : ſo that , were all this calumny a 
truth, we-could ,Anſfwer them as Gregory *NaF1- 
ane did thoſe in his time , who uſed the ſame ar- 
gUument, Yu; 5 vdty nn wrefeis xay nutr; apapreyuruy. 
That they aye wever the lefſe faulty, how e- 
ver we . may; be: -blame-worthy t00. Onely | 


were rent aſunder., then;.came $hiſhak and trou- | 
| bled Feruſalem ,' 2 Chron. 12.2, It hath been 


Bcllarm, de no- 
tis Eccle. lib. 4. 
C,I1L 

Staplcton de 
princip. fidet 
doftrinal.lib,4q, 
cap.13. 
Kelliſons Syr- 
vey lib.2, cap.6 


the Church,1,3. 


Fuel, Apolog. 


Greg, Nx. 
Orat.13. 


this want igf ;Charity | in them ſhould teach - 
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Hictom. 


118,P, 


I15,16.25 


lig.cap. 8 


Hilar. in Pſal. 


vid. Vincent. 
Lirinenſ. cap. 


Tſid, Pclut.l. 2 
Epiſt.go. Aug. 
Eprſt.105 de 
Civit.Deill.16 
C. 2.4 vera Re- 


| never to want Unity within our ſelves, bur to 
let ſuch a Spirit of Peace and: Meckneſle ſhew 
it {elf in our Lives, Doctrines, and Writings, 
Ut nihil de nobis male loqui ſine mendacio poſsint, 
that they may never have advantage with the ſame 
breath to ſpeak both truly and reproachfully a- 
gainſt us. | EL TE 
And hereby, as we ſhall ſtop the mouth of 
the Adverſary, fo ſhall we preſerve the ho- 
nour of our Religion, the ſucceſſe of our Mi- 
niftery, the Reverence of our Perſons and Fun- 
ctions in the minds of the People, who may 
haply be apt enough to catch hold, as of o- 
thers, ſo moſt of all of thoſe occaſions which 
our ſelves by our- mutual Differences ' ſhall at 
any time adminiſter, to neglect both our Prea- 
ching and 'our Perſons' ; and when they ſhall 
obſerve hot diſagreements amongſt Learned 
men in ſome things, how caſily, think we, may 


| fuch as are more led by the force of examples, 


than by the evidence of light, de induced to 
ſtagger and to queſtion all Domeſtics calum- 
nie graviſcimum fidei excidium, no greater hin- 
drance to the growth of Faith than Domeſtical 
diſagreements. bo | | 
' Defired it may be, but hoped it cannot, 
That in the Church of God there ſhould be no 
noiſe of Axes and Hammers, no difference in 
Judgements and Conceits, While there is cor- 
ruption in- our Nature, narrowneſle in our Fa- | 
culties, fleepinefſe in our Eyes, difficulty in our 
| Profeſſion, 
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Profeſſion,cunning in our enemics, Suoranre, hard | 


things..in the. Scriptures, and an envious 'man 
to ſuperſeminate, there will ſtill be 7? #rigo#' ogo- 
»7T55, men that ' will bee differently minded : 
no - inſtrument -was ever {o perfeCtly in- tune, 
in which the next hand that touched'it 'did not 
amend ſomething ; nor is there any judgement 
ſo ſtrong and perſpicacious , from. which a- 


{ nother will not in ſome things finde ground | 


of variance. - See wee not in the ancient Chur- 
ches thoſe great lights in their ſeverall ages at 
variance amongſt themſelves 2 a Irenxexs with 
Vittor, b Cyprian with Stephen, c Ferome with 
Auſtin, d Baſil with Damaſus , © Chryſoſtome 
with EZpiphanine, f Cyril with Theodoret © In this 
hard neceffiry therefore, when the firſt evill-can- 
not eaſily be avoided, our wiſedome muſt be 
to prevent the ſecond that where there is not 
Perfettion, yet there may be Peace ;, that diflen- 
tion of Judgements break not -forth- into dif- 
union of hearts, but that amidſt the variety of 
our (everall conceits we preſerve ſtill the wnity of 


faith and love,by which only we are known to be 


Chriſts Diſciples. | 

Give me leave therefore out of an carneſt de- 
ſire of Peace and Love amongſt learned men, in 
the further handling of this Argument briefly to 
inquire into theſe two | Queſtions, | 

I. Hoiv Peace may be preſerved amongſt men, 

when differences do ariſe 2 

2. How thoſe differences may in ſome de- 
oree 


Defence' Parr.” | 
2. P. 319. '&@ 
vid Fewels Re- 
ply, artic. 8. 
Pp. 294+ / 
\ / 


1 


a Enſcb.hift. 1. 

5. c4dp.26, 

b Euſeb.l.7.c.3 

c Aug.c Hier. 

in Epiſt. amab. 

_ Aug. Ep. 
T 


9, 
d Baſil. Ep.10. 
77 77. Baron. 
an.z72. Set. | 
I5, 25. 

e Sotomen l, 8, 
Co 3h, $4e--- 

f Cyril. lib. ad | 
Euoptium Nt- 
ceph. Hiſf.l.1 4. 
cap.3 5+ 
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1Cor.8.2, 3. 
Prcov.13. 10. 
g Superbil Ha- 
reticorum mater 
Aug. de Gen. 
contr. Manich. 
lib. 2.cap. 8. & 
Ep. 8g. 


lib. 10. 


h <Quint. Curt. 


ieAug, ad Li- 
centium Ep-49. 


kAug.Ep.119. 


gree be compoſed and reconciled 2 | 

For the former, let us firſt remember , .That 
Knowledge is apt to beget Pride, and Pride is ever 
the mother of Contention, and in Saint g Auins 
phraſe, the mother of Hereſies too; h Raro 
quiſquam circa bona ſua ſatis cautws eſt, ſaith the 
Hiſtorian z A very hard thing it is, and rarely 
to be ſeen, for a man endued with excellent 
parts to be wary, temperate and lowly in the 
employment of them. And therefore Satan 
hath uſually ſet on work the greateſt wits in 
ſowing Errours in the Chutch ; as. CAgrippina 
gave Claudius poylon in his delicateft meart, 
or as Theeves uſe to: purſue their prey with the 
{wifteſt horſes. Ornart 1 abs te diabolus querit, as 
Saint Auſi;z ſaid once unto Licexwtins, a man 
of a choice wit but a corrupt minde : wherein 
certainly Satan would fail of hisend, if men 


would make no other uſe of their parts and 


learning than the ſame k Father dire@eth them 
unto, Yt ſcientia ſit tanquan machina quedam per 
quam ſtruttura picttatis aſſwrgat ; it they would 
uſe their learning. as an engine and mſtrament 
for the more happy promoting of piety and 
pute Religion. And indeed why ſhouldeſt 
thou who art haply a man of more raiſed in- 
tellecualls, of more fubtle and ſublime con- 
ceits, deſpiſe the judgement of thy meaner 
Brethren « Who.is ir that hath made thee to 
differ « And why hath he made thee to differ ? 
As hee hath given thee more varicty of learn- 
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ing, it may be he hath given thy Brother more 
Experience of divine things : and you know 
a great Caſmographer may mifle a way which 
2 man lefle learned in Theory, but more vers'd 
in travell may cafily keep. Certainly as the 
juyce of the fame earth is ſweet inthe grape, 
but bitter in the wormwood ; as the ſamie 0- 
dour is a refreſhment to the Dove , but a poy- 
ſon. to the Scarabews : ſo the ſame learning qua- 
lified with charity, piety and meeknels, may bee 
admirably uſefult ro edifice the Church, which 
with pride, contempt, and corrupt judgement 
may be uſed unto ffarmfull purpoſes;zaxcrord7y 

Llocoghes ſpeakes, 


Armour. 
Fhis therefore ſhall bee my firſt Rule. To 
corre&t and keep down the riſing of our Know- 
ledge with Humility in our ſelves, and Cha- 
Not to cenſure every one 


from our own conceits, It was an old trick 
of the Gentiles ( as Gregory _ 9 1 Arno- 
bins, and Minutizs tell us) to object illiterate- 
nefſe unto the Chriſtians ; but a very unfit way 
itis for Chriſtian men amongſt themſelves to 
refute adverſe opinions, or to infinuate their 
own, by the mutuall undervaluing of each 
others parts and perſons. Ever therefore in 


our cenſures let us look to what is wanting in 


onr ſelves, and to what is #fefull in our Brethren. 
D 2 The 
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Homil. 5. 
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G2ut. Hom. 3. 
p. 514. 
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40. 


Ariſt. Rbes. 
Fao. lib. 12. 
cap. 1, 
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8. Ep.24. 
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um veſtrum, ſa- 
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rOgans, qua nog 
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Vid. Cauſab. in 
Baron.E xercit. 
14. Sect. 6. 
OceuuTns 
Xets avs % 
£TISHNLNG &= 
v<To5. Naz. 
Orart. 26. 


T acit. 


Spiritus magni 
mags quam 1u- 
tzles.Liv. dec.3 
lib. 10. 

SVoes ueya- 
Act  Fepmal 
THis TapaY ns 


oy. &c. Nat. 
Orat. 26, 
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The: one will: make us: hwmble, the other chari- 
table,and\ both peaceable. Pride made the Do- 
| Batiſts forſake the Catholique Unity, which St. 
Cyprian in the ſame judgement, but with more 
humility, did not diſturb. 

Secondly, Peace:may in this caſe be preſer- 
ved: by. moderating the fervour of our zeal a- 
gainſt thoſe that are otherwiſe minded. There 
is in the nature of many men a certain eur , 
an heat and activeneſs of ſpirit, which then 
principally , when converſant 'abourt Objects 
divine and matters. of Conſcience, is wonder- 
full apt, without a- due corredtive of wiſdome 
| and knowledge, to break forth into intempe- 
rate carriage and to diſturbe Peace, Ir was zeal 
in the Women which perſecuted Saint Pal, 
As 13.50. and it was zeal in him too which 
perfecuted Chriſt before he knew him, Phillip. 
3.6. Ads 26.9. For as the Hiſtorian ſaith of 
ſome men, that they are Sola ſocordia Innocen- 
tes, bad enough in themſelves, and yet doe little 
hurt, by reaſon of a flegmatick and torpid Con- 
ſtirution, indiſpoſing them for ation : ſo on the 
contrary, men there may be, who having deyo- 
tion, like thoſe honourable Women, not ruled 
' by knowledge; and zeal, like quick-filver, not 
 allaied, nor reduced unto uſefulneſs by wiſdome 
' and mature learning,may be, as Na\zanFen faith 
| they were in his time, the Cauſes of much un- 
quiet, It"was a grave cenſure which Tacztas 
oave of ſome over-violent Afertours of their 
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Liberty, and it may be verified of others, who as 
violently . maintain their Opinions , '2uod per 
abrupta inclareſcerent,. ſed in nullum reipublice 
uſum. | | 
Two great Inconveniences there are which 
may in Controverſies from hence ariſe. 

I. *. That by this meanes Truth it ſelf may 
be ſtretched too farre, and by a vehement di- 
like of Errour on the one ſide, we may run 
into an Errour on the other ; as 4 Dionyſius A- 
lexandrinus being too fervent againſt Sabellius 
did lay the grounds of Arianiſme, band Chry- 
ſoſtome in zeal againſt the Manichees did too 
much extol the power of nature,and lyrics out 
of. an hatred of the Papiſts leſſening original ſin, 
ran another extream to make it an efſentiall cor- 


ruption. 


. 2. Hereby men doe marvelouſly alienate the 
mindes of one another from Peace, by loading 
contrary Doctrines with envious conſequences, 
ſuch as the Conſciences of thoſe whom we diſ- 
pute withall do extremely abhor, which courſe 


uſually tendeth to mutuall exacerbation, where- | 


by Truth never gaineth half ſo much, as Chari- 
ty and Peace do loſe. 


Thirdly, requiſite it is to the preſervation of 


Publique Peace , that we all keep our ſelves 
in our own ſtation, and labour to doe God 


ſervice in the places and callings wherein hee | 


hath {et us, and not ad MoTeLoETIoKoTHyY, LO buſie 
our ſelves with matters which ( as the Apoſtle 
{peakes, 


Tacit. in vita 

Agric .cut con - 
trarium plane 
crat exemplum 

magni Baſilii 

apud Nat ian. 

Orat.20,p.362 
& Epiſt. 26. 

* Nimium al- 
tercando Vcri- 
145 amittitur. 
A. Gell. 


a vid. Baſil. Ep. 
41, integro au- * 
tem libello Dio- 
nyfum buns. ab 
Arimiſmi , ſu- 
ſpicione vindj- 

cat M. Athaua- 
ſfuus. Tom.1, 1. - 


| Quod una cum 


Nicana Syliodo 
conſpiraris Di- 
ony(. 

b Ardore fert- 
endi aduerſari- 
05 premit inter- 


dum ſocios, Fo- 
 ſeph, Acoſta, de 
Hicronymo ct - 
taitte Riveto a 
Pal. 16. 
Sixt. Sencnſ. 
l.5.inProgm1o. 
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1 Pet. 4.15. 
Prov.26. 17. 
Ta TpoBaTa 
uh Taal vers 
Tes Tolpas, 
unde wap Tos 
£2u]®y opus 
eTaipecs—, 
=—un #5 Tis 
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Ts ele TuyL- 
_— Aber 
dANG TI TAY 
eUTEASSEpay 
MPEANOy T's Tw- 
4aTCr, Nat. 
Oras. 9, vid. 
ettam Orat.26. 
þ-459, 453, 
454: 


pore Chriſti 0- 
cutli,quidam mi. 
nus8&c, Baſel, in 
Pſabn. 33. 

Ou T4vT%5 T6 
ah £5 q130- 
Toptly, s Tav- 
Tos, 8X $TW T0 
TRAY Luw- 
yov % Ty x &* 
ual Ep out- 
Verb E540 
dT t) ols ») 
£@ 0OCoy, OF. 
| Nax. Orat-33. 


Tuſcul. Quaſt, 


<Quidam in cor + 


{peakes, are 74 4e7ge unſuteable to us, and with- 
out our meaſure, 2 Corinth. 10.13, 14. By this. 
one thing hath the Church of Rowe cauſed 
that great Schiſme in the Chriſtian World , 
becauſe ſhee doth w<wpexriivey, ſtretch her ſelf a- 
bove her meaſure, and not content her (elf | 
with that degree which belongeth unto her, as | 
Nilus Archbiſhop of Theſſalonica doth large- | 
ly declare in a Book purpoſely written on that 
Argument. Excellent counſell is that of So- 
lomoy not.only in a caſe he there puts, butin 
divers others. . If the ſpirit of the Ruler riſe up 
againſt thee, leave not thy place, Eccleſ. 10. 4. E 
ede itio may with a little heat turn into Se- 
aitio. Conſider all are not cies and hands in the | 
Body of Chriſt to take upon them the burthen 
of great affaires ; and Truth can ſeldome be 
worſe ſerved, then when a man who indeed 
loves it, but hath "not parts nor learning c- 
noygh to be a Champion for it, ſhall put him- 
ſelf unſeafonably upon diſputes, and ſo as hee 
{pake, Veritatem defendendo concutere, to betray 
the Truth by a weak defence. Are all Apoſtles? 
ſaith Saint Pawl, Are all Prophets ? are all Teach- 
ers ? Hath not God dealt ts every man a ſeveral 
meaſure © Hath hee not placed every man in a 
{eyerall order « Have we not all work enough 
to doe in Our own places , except we ruth in- 
to the labours, and intrude our ſelves on the 


| buſineſſes of other men * Hec magiftro re- 


lIinquat CAriftoteli, cavere ipſe doceat. It was a 
ſmart 
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[nefſe it is to look to the ſeaſoning of your broath, 


ſmart rebuke of Tully againſt Arifoxenus the Mu- 
ſician, who would needs turn Philoſo her; where- 
unto agreeth that anſwer of Baſil the Great ro 
the Clerk of the Emperors Kitchin, when he jee- 
red him for his ſoundneſs againſt the Arrian Fa- 
tion, ody #5: 7Ov Copdy xapurias provTiCe. Y our buſi- 


and not to revile the Doctrine, or the Doctors of 
the Church. Let us therefore content our ſelves 
with the Apoſtles Rule, Every man to abide in 
the calling, and to keep the ſtation wherein God 
hath ſer him, 1 Cor. 7. 24. and not out of ambi- | 
tion, diſcontent, emulation, or any other Poly- 
pragmaricall diſtemper to grow weary: of or 
own imployments, and to immixe and interpoſe 
our ſelves in things which are without and p 
our Order, : 

Fourthly, hereunto much conduceth,, 4 Bro- 
therly mildneſs towards thote who are contra 
minded, 4 a mutuall cvyzerdCarrs, and pride ogy 
en to the weakneſſes of one another,as the Apoſtle 
adviſeth, Rem. 15.1. Acrimonie indeed and ſharp- 
neſs of rebuke is ſometimes neceſſary towards men 
of obſtinate and pernicious minds,T3.1.13.Gal.2, 
5. But amongſt Brethrex, yea Adverſaries,that arc 
not incorrigible,all things ought to be carriedwith 
lenity and meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1.5. 13. 2 Tim.2.25. 
b Epiphanims telleth us of ſome Creatures, that 
the more they ſting, the lefſe they hurt ; c and | 


viii calumnias meditantur. Athan.ad Adchh.contr. Arian.iſts ſunt Havet 


ut convieti de perfidia, ad malcdifta ſe conferam. Hier, Apol. contr. Ruff vid. Aug. Ep.14 


ſurely 


ref. 44+ 


—_þA 
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T%#4, Niad.s. 
vid.Euſcb. l. F. 
hiſt .cap. 24- 

a TUuTepit- 
yexOnvau Tor 
PETE2114 
Bafil. Epijt. 
203. vid. cle- 
gantiſſimum 
Naz. tocum O- 
r4b, Þ.12-203. 
b Sepis morſaus 
nonnocee, E- 
piph. Here. 36. 
veſp.s quo acri- 
Ns pungit, mi- 
nus ladit. Ha- 


c Rationibus 


, vict;, dentibus Þþ 


vincunt. Baf. 
Ep. 80. 

Dum altcy al- 
teri anathema 
eſſe cepit, prope 
jam ucmo (hri- 
ſti eft. Hil. core 
tr.Conſt. Herc- | 
Hcl 4rgumentis 
icerium machina, 
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& Tom. 4.queſt. 
ex Math.c.11. 
cont.lit. Pet, [. 
3.'C- I. contr. 
Creſcon.Gram- 
mat.l. 4.c.3. 
"Nu1anz. 0- 
rdt. 51, 

Td A&aE & c1- 
Oeor Pair. 
Tliad.y. 
eNa314an,Orat, 


ZI. Þ,392, 


fNaF.Orat.14, 


a Non minus 
interdum Ora- 
torium eſt Ta- 
cerc quam Lo- 
qui. Plin. 1.6. 
Ep.7.wvid, Ba 
fil. contr,Euno- 
mium l,1, verb, 
prim. 

bNe majus ma- 
lum incurratur 
ex Scandalo, 
quam bomtem 
percipratur- ex 
vero | ita enim 
legendum, non 
verbo] Aug, 
Ep.85. 

Hrbem produnt 
dum Caſtelli 
defendunt.Cic, 
lib.2, de droin, 


+ /# C{- if © 
Cap. 2, 


ment, who betakes himſelf to biting, and to in- 
temperate language. In theſe things therefore 
wee ſhould carry our ſelves non dworgiue, ſed 
4S2r2en9;, as Brethren, and not as Enemies,not to 
uncover the nakedneſs, or to put 4 our feet on 
the Breſts of our Brethren , bur as it is ſaid of e A- 
thanaſins the Great, that he was Diſſedentibus 
mecnet,by his meckneſs he drew thoſe who diſlen- 
ted from him ; ſo ſhould wee make the Truth a 
oainer by our milde handling of thoſe that va- 
ry from us. f 'Hin39 w# ire voioouey. It was the 
orave and pious advice of NaJzarFen , Let us 
yeeld to our Brethren. that wee may overcome 
them, as a Flint is eaſily broken upon a Pillow 
which yeelds unto it. - | 

Laſtly, ſo long as there is ſound agreement in 
Fundamentall Truths, and in the Srmplicity of 
the Goſpell, wee ought rather to deny our wits, 
and to ® ſilence our diſputes in matters meerly 
Notionall and Curious , which have no neceſſa- 
ry influence into Faith and Godly -living, than 
by ſpending our precious houres in ſuch im- 
pertinent Contentions; 6 for gain of a ſmall 
Truth to ſhipwrack a great deal of Love 
and while wee perplex the mindes of men 


with Abſtruſe and Thornie Queſtions, wee take 
off their thoughts from more neceſſary and 
ſpirituall employments. c It was a wiſe and 
ſeaſonable rebuke which the _—_— in a 

angc- 


| ſurely in any diſpute itis a ſtrong preſumption, | 
that that man doth leaſt hurt with his Argu- 


Þ 


| 
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||dangerous tempeſt gave to the Philoſopher who 
troubled them with - an impertinent diſcourſe, 
| nude Srnidba, x» ov naifers, We periſh whileſt thou 
| rrifleſt; 4 let it never bee ſaid ſo ofany of us, that 
| while we wrangle about ſcholafticall notions, and 
queſtions that gender ſtrife, thoſe, whoſe poore 
ſoules, ready haply to ſinke under the Tempeſt of 


in Saint Paals vifton,' Come and helpe ns, for want 
of that plaine and compendiary way of Faith, 
repentance, good workes, ſpirituall worſhip, and 
Evangelicall obedience which ſhould be taughr 
them, become a prey to that envious man, who, 
while wee fleepe, will be ſure to watch, and goe 
about ſeeking whom he may devonre. © Let 
us therefore leave our ſmaller diſputes to Elas, 
Quando venerit, and let us ſpeak to the People 
Te 7s ex, as holy * Tgnatius ſaith, thoſe things 
which may make men confefle that God is in 
us of a truth, and that certamely it is Chriſt which 
ſpeaketh' by us. God leadeth not his People un- 
to eternal life by knotty and inextricable /Queſti- 
ons, 5 Tn abſoluto ac facili ef eternitas,as St. Hilary 
| excellently ſpeaketh ; nonced of verball wrang- 
lings, or of contentious Diſputes, -7i5dew ovupige, 
4 oiCay, 3; merorwfy 0164. Tt is the,godly counſel of 
great * Athanaſins, We have no need of Þ curioſity 
after the Goſpel of Chriſt ; < our worke is to make 
men Chriitians in their holy Religion, and not Cr;- 


—— — 


ſinne and death, cry our, like the man of Macedonis 


| | yerv. Nazian. Orat. 35, 


—My Sreajad X20, ha me Geovind]e Ths cuotCliag ovpgorav. Epiſt. 1d Antio- 
chenſ. þ (urzoſatc opus non'eſt poſt Evangelinng : Tert. c Thiges ay} Te vor 


d Vid.G.Naz. 
fuſe & elegan- 
ter, Orat. 14 
pag. 220, 2210 
Ora. 26«p.445, 
446.0rat.z5 , 
Aug. de Gen. 
2d Itt, lib, 2. 
cap.9 ; 
e Wt Areopagi- 
re cauſas quaſ- 
clam in annum 
centeſimun 
differebart. 
Aul. Gell. /, 
I2, cap.7. quz- 
1mm queſtiones 
ſunt. 
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Hilar. -de 
Trin, lib, 10. 
juxta finem, 
Vid, Epiph. 
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2 Athan: Ort. 
Unum effe Chri= 
ſtump ad Se- 
7apton. pag. 
i91, 
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d Rom. 14.1 
Chryſs. in Gen. 
Hom. 21.p.149 
159. Aug.Ep. 
56. | 


e Ex mandato 
 mandata cerne- 
mus : Hilar. 21 
P(al.118.G.. 
St in lumane 
} Chriſti ambu- 
lire volumus, 4 
praceptis £us Ct 
monitis non re- 
cedams : Cypr. 
L.2. Epiſt. 3. ad 
Cecil. 
TzsTo myvacts 
Oes THenT 15 
yTA@®y, Ba- 
fil. de Martyr. 
AManantc, © in 
Plal.33. in U- 
lud Guſtate @& 
videte ; naxo- 
| Texyor xbv- 
lw copia 5K 
SEP CHAER 
Naz. Orat. 26 
& Orat.z3. 
Niſe fidelium 0. 
perum uſus pre- 
ceſſerit, doFri- 
1a cognitio 10n 
 apprehendetur : 
Hilar. #n Pſal. 
118. B. 
f "A uarIdyo- 
uy roy Tor 


youls, Arilſt. 


8v]es warha- | 


Ethic.l.2.6.1. Video multos paruo ingenis, literis nullis, ut bene agerent agendo conſecutos, 
Plin.1.6.Epiſt, 29. Pid. Afra.cp Pacuvium apud A.Gell. 1.13. cap,s. 


ticks, ro 4 bring them unto Faith, and not unto 
doubrfull Diſputations, to feede their Soules, and 
to guide their Conſciences, not to dazle their eies, 
nor to puzzle their judgements, nor to perplex 
their conceites, nor to pleaſe their humours, nor 
to tickle their fancies, nor to foment their jea- 
louſies and cenſures of things or perſons, by no- 
vell, ſpecious, and unpracticall Curioſities. If 
we will beleeve him, who for his judgement and 
learning had the ſurname of Theologws given him, 
this is the right way of being a Sound Divine. It 
1s Gregory Na\zanen in this 29.0ration, at the lat- 
ter end of that Oration, whoſe judgement ſhall 
put an end unto the handling of the firſt Queſti- 
on; the next I will paſſe over with more brevity, 
& that for memories ſake, in theſe few expreſſions. 

I. The right way to Compoſe Differences a- 
moneſt men is 97x) and 5uovere. e A joint obedjence 
to the Truths wherein all agree, and purſuance of 
thoſe pious exds which all profeſſe. This is the A- 
poſtles Rule in this very caſe. Whereunto we have 
already attained, let us walke by the ſame rule, let us 
mind the ſame things, Phil.3.16.For indeed the love 
of God, and Conſcience of his Commandments is 
the right way to know him, and the ſecrets of his 
Word. If any man wil do the wil of God,he ſhall know 
the Doctrine, Foh.7.17. And hereby we know that we 
know him, if we keep his Commandments, 1.Foh. 2. 
3-4. Andinall knowledge which is intended for 
practice, that of the f Philoſopher is moſt true, 
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Thoſe things which wee learne to doe, wee learne by 
doing : now the knowledge of divine- Truths 
is not barely ntellefFuall for the braine, but ex- 
perimentall for the Conſcience , and confiſterh 
much in the Ta#e of ſpirituall things. 'It'is the 
expreſſion of Saint = Baſil, Duod 'm cibes guitws, 
in ſacris intelleffus, and the Apoſtle calleth it 
Knowledge according unto Godlineſſe, 1 Tim.6.3. 
They therefore who can reſolve- to- keepe a 
good Conſcience, and notto vitiate the palate 
of their minde with any morbid humours, are 
moſt likely by the other helpes 'of learning 
and induſtry to finde out the Truths wherein 
they. diſagree ;' for the very »' Philoſopher 
could ſay, that Wickedneſſe doth putrifie- the prin- 
ciples of the minde; and that < Such as are mens 
courſes of life, ſuch likewiſe are the diſpoſitions of 
their mindes towards pratticall truth. *. A corrupt 
heart doth uſually make a corrupt judgement ; 
4 Dum. his que volumus doctrinam coaptamus.” It 
concernes us therefore not' to be like Painters , 
(it is the fimilitude: of < cMethodius) that can 
drawa ſhip on a table, but are notable'to build 


2 ſhip for uſe 5 that can: write and' diſcourſe of 


Doctrine in Papers, but not exprefſe the Truth 
of it in our lives : but by our unanimous 0- 
bedience- to+ the Truths wee: know; 'to- diſpoſe 


our: ſelves" for! the diſcovery ' of - thoſe+ wee doe | 
f Fuſtin. Apo= 


not know. * Fu#tin Martyr Confeſſeth, that it 
was: the lives of the 'Chriſtians which -taught 
him Chriſtian Religion. There are; extant .5 two 


E 2 


| Epiſtles of Baf#l..the \Great-:Ad \Presbyteros-| 
T300. | | Tat- | 


| 


a Baſil, Reg., 
Brevior. inter - 
r0g.279 

Jobi 12.11 
Pal. 119.56 


Jobi 34-3 


b Kaxia plag- 
TIX1 apyov, 
Ariſt. Eth.1.6. 
c. 5 ; 


c: At axpoaoys 
x7! T>& #90 
ovuCaiyeoiy 
a5 5 cada 
STO b£180% 
ALYERR, Ariſt. | 
lib.1.Metaphyſ.. 
d Hilar\''de 
Trin.l. 10, | 
Aug. de dofr. 
Chriſt.li.2.c.6. 
de moribus Ec- 
clefia 1.1. 6.17, 
OT , 

e Apud Epiph. 
Hareſ64. : 


log.1.p4g.51. 
g Baſil. Epiſt. 
203, © 204. 
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IT'z 
Chryſoſt. in 
Gen. Hom. 24. 
b YVid.Iren.l.3 
C.2. Nonimpo. 
nendus fenſus'ſ. | 


literis , ſed ex-. 


petandas. Hil. | 
de Trin, lib. 1. 
cap. 7. paſſim. 
Ts 4jujaTos 
IE29QUAR,. 3, 
Toy vey, off S 
te3eapeyoy 
KAETTOUTES. 
Naz.Orat. 36. 


Scripturas ſe- 
cout” ſum, | 
ſenfum tezunt. 
Auguſt,44 Gr.' 


Evangelium 
ertrahunt ad 


|| aufrendo. 


When, hereby out. of- a- ſerious: and/| 


T ar{enſes, wherein ſpeaking of differences: in the 
Church, he adviſeth. this as the moſt compend+- 
ous remedy. 

 '. Fe In what-ever we may ovurercirapflilne Talt dem 
negkevis» tO condeſcend- unto the Weak, and:then 


| tachold firme ur Lgreement in the foundation of 


Faith 

2. anuatie, A. dAcile. and tradable Diſpoſiti- 
en , whereby , being ſenſible of our owne na- 
turall.blindnefſe in; the things of God, we firſt 
betake our {clyes unto him by fervent Prayer, 
ineploring. the guidance of his holy Spirit, that 
wherein. we are. otherwiſe minded , hee would: 


reveale.even;that unto us, 'Phil.3.15. For Prayer | 


is. an excellent... Keys, winto- the! holy: Scriptures. 
It. was a, pious:fpeech of * Saint Angui7in, that 
they who. are: meeke and: humble in heart, plus 
cogitando/ & orande: proficimmt, quan: lkgendo- or 


7] Sa. 
{ingle-hearted; lave of- Truth, wee addrefle- our 


| ſelves:to the: ſlindy-of holy Scriptures, > nont:bring- 
| ing; along -Withe:usr our-own: prixate::.concoites; | 
| and- "then; racking- the: Scripture: -'to -confdfle | 
-| ſomething: fox: them, - ( as Demaſthenes ſaid: of 
| the Oxacle; that: it did 0177igew)] butdorrefigne 
ourberty and; judements; to the: obs ob-Gods | 


bc 


” 


; 


} 


tb..7. Þ4. 543» 544>. $45. 548. Edit. Hein. He -Tx- 08% | 
= Seiors SS bſuayr Chryfolt: in Ger. Hom:2 4. Vid Augie 
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covered, to hold our peace. Thus as * Saint Baſil | 
ſpeaks, if wee would by the help of Gods Spirit 
and Grace attend unto the Scope of holy Scriptures, 
wee. ſhould. in no- wiſe be unprofitable unto the 
Church of God. 

3. *nadÞagie, Mutual and brotherly love, which 
is Magnus perſnadend; _ » © a very great 
meanes to worke upon the judgments of. one 
another, and to take ofall ſuch impediments 
as uſually ariſe from perſonall prejudices in 
the diſquiſttion of Truth. When the Servants 
of Benhadad obſerved the word Brother to come 
from the mouth of Ahab , they haſtily laid hold 
on it; as an excellent: preparation to the ſetling 
of: thoſe: differences which were betweene 
thoſe two Princes, 1 Reg.20.33. It was ai good 
temper. that 4 of Calvin, who profeſſed that 
thougtt Luther ſhould call him -Devill, (for: hee 
was not . ignorant of the- heate of that: man) 
yet hee would ftill acknowledge him for an 
excellent: Seryant of God ;. were there: the 
ſame affetion on all ſides, a Pacification' be 
tweene. thoſe Churches might bee cafily -ac- 
commodated. | 

4+ *AmTerrwronnlia, Not to have:the Faith: of 
God in; « Reſpect of perſons, Fam. 2.1. Notto' be: 
the Servants of: men, 1 Cor.7.23, non: to:enthrall: 
our judgments to-the. fancies of others. _ Bur 
to:beare a moſt equall: affection: unto: all Truth 
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 viro,plus tribui quam deberem: Au:Retr.l.1.c. 2. Errare-malo cum Platon 


rent,minime crederem. Maldon.im Mar.16,14. 
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| vera ſemire : CyocTuſtqu. . —Qujbus quiz Haretich ſuns,criampi nutio-probabiliora dice= 
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* Bifil. Hoja. 
2 itt Hexam. 


c Vix dict po- 
teft quants li- 
bentius imite- 
mtr eos quibus 
favemus, Fab. 
mnſtit. l.2. c.2, 


d Ep.ad Bullin, | 
p-333.cdit.Ge- 
nev. 1576, 0 
ib.p.138,181, 

e Nontam Au. 
toritaths in di- 
ſputando, quam 
rattonis momen- 
t& quarenda- 
ſunt: quinetian 
obeſh, plerumque 
is qui diſcere- 
volunt, autors - 
145 corum-qui fe 
docere profiten= 
tur, fc. Cic.de 
nat.deor. [.1. 
Diſpticer mi 
hi quod Theodv- 
ro, ad quemAis 
brum ſcripſs , 
quamvis _ 
& Chriſtiano 
e,quam cum'tſt is 
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f Duiſquis bo- 
nus veruſque 
Chriſtianus eſt, 
Domini ſui eſe 
intelligat ubi- 
cunque mvene- 
rit veritatem. 
Aug. de dofr. 
Chriſt. lib. 2. 
c, 18. 

g Gr.Nax. 0- 
rat, 20. Fides 
eſt veritatis,non 
voluntatum; E - 
vangeliorum , 
non temporum : 
Hilar. country 
Conſtant. 

h Ipgnar. ad 
Trall. Baſil. Ep. 
192. Naz.Ora. 
21. p. 392. @ 
Ora. 40.p.643. 


i &s oy dA= 
Aw ovouaTt 
Kann) TaHov 
TETs, s&7 &- s% 
#1 Ty Os, 
Isnat.ad Mag- 
neſ. Nat Orat. 
39. Epiph. He- 
reſ. 42. 70. 
Athanaſ. Orat, 
2.contr, Arian, 
p42.308.09 A- 
pol. 2. pa. 777. 
Optat.l.3. 

k Col.4.10 

þ Ac. I 5.3 9. 

| Fuſt.Martyr. 
de vera Confeſſ. 
Epiphan. Hare. 


70. & in Ancorat, Cyril, 
man. Chrifti Generatione. 


by whomſoever profeſſed. Becauſe * Truth is 
Gods whereſoever it-growes, as a Mine of 
Gold or Silver is the Princes in whoſe ground 
{oever it be diſcovered. 5 & TEgSaTOUS Yea NIG[aO5y bXAG 


wics xaeax]neite). We have our Faith, and our 


Appellation from Chriſt, and not from any 0- 
ther Perſon : and therefore they, who ( upon 
any undue. reſpe&ts) can with equall facility 
hold or let goe Truth, the Fathers fear not to call 
them, Þ ag:roramnNNG, and 2iriwnoer men that make 
marchandiſe of Chriſt and his Truth, contrary 
to that of Solomon, Buy the Truth, but ſell it not, 
Prov. 23.23. And therefore wee find the Ortho- 
dox Belcevers ſtill keeping themſelves to the Srzle 
of Antioch, Chriftians, and + refuſing the names 
of Petriani, or Pauliani, or Melitiani, or pars Do-. 
uati. And indeed, partiall and perſonall reſpects 
will be ever apt to lead unto contention. I cannot. 
affirm any thing ; but a conjecture I think we may 
make, that if Barnabas had not been k Marks uncle, 
the difference betweene him and Paxl had not been 
ſo hot. ; | 
Jo Sopggown, To bee Wife nnto ſe obriety, .Rom-: 
12.3- Whenweare to dealc in things divineto 
{ct bounds unto our ſelves, that wee breake not 
through to gaze, Exod. 19.12,21. Not to draw 
every thing in Religion to the Rule of our Right, 
or rather crooked and. preſumptuous Reaſon, to' 
take heede of ' uomodo in things of Faith; the-| 
Fathers call it a Judaicall word, and unbeſceming 


Alex, in Foan. lib. 4, cap, 13,14. eAthinaſ, ad Serapion.. | 


Obri- 
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of Philoſophy and vaine deceits; Col.2.8. Not bur 
thar there 1s =» admirable uſe of ſound Philoſophy, 
and of Reaſon raiſed and redified, {o long as it is 


ſubordinate to Faith ; » but when it ſhall bee (o 


proud as to judg of Faith it ſelfe, and to admit 
or reject it as it thall be conſonant or diſagreeing 
with her prejudices, this is a tyranny which would 
quickly overthrow all. 

Other cauſe there hath been none of thoſe de- 
ſperate Herefies wherewith the Socinians have pe- 
ſtred the World,but that they will have all Truths 
to ſtand or fall at the Tribunal of their preſum- 
ptuous Reaſon : as if all the preſent and ancient 
Churches of God beſides conſiſted but of brute 
Creatures, and they onely in a corner of Polonia, 
as ſometimes the Donatis in Africa, the onely 
reaſonable and holy men. Felix Eccleſia, cum no- 
Va & curioſa de Deo dicere laſcivia crederetur, Hap- 
py indeed the Church of God, when curious no- 
velties, and as it were Tourneaments in ſacred 
things -are eſteemed profane ; when men doe not 
Texyonoytv, but 3:0ncy4v; nor diſparage the Majeſty 
of ſo Honourable and ſolemn a Foundation, with 
the levity of flight, chathie, and triviall ſuperſtru- 
ctions. It was a grave and ſerious ſpeech that of 
Seneca, and worthy the conſideration of the 


| 


greateſt Divines, Nunquam nos verecundiores eſſe 
debemus, quam cum de Deo azitur, 

6. *Ayanoyie mics Gr, To keepe our ſelves to the 
forme of ſound * words, Rom.12.6. 2 Tim. 1.13. 


DO EET 


Chriſtians. Saint Paul chargerh us to * Take heed | . T7. 41u... 


| 


intereſt ad Chriſtianam picratem quibus vocibus utamur. Aug.de Civ.Deigi. 10.04.23. | 
tO 


46. de praſcr.c, 
7. Tdol.c. 10, 
cont. Marc, 11.2. 
c4.16 

m Tert.de Re- 
ſur.ca.z de Te- 
ſtim.anima c.1, 
Cle.Alex. Stro. 
L.1.p.203,207, 
214,233. 1.7. 
p4g.510 

n Conantuy 4u- 
toritatem ſt abi - 
liſſimam funda- 
tiſſime Eccleſia 
quaſi Rationis 
nomine CF polli- 
citatione ſupe- 
rare : Aug.Ep. 
56. Epip. Har. 
76. in confutas. | 
E111 cap. 38. | 
Juſt. explicat. : 
fd.pig 375. , 
388. Hilar. de, 
Trin. lib. 4. | 
Viderint qua | 
Stoicum et Pla- 
tonicum 0 Di- 
aleficum Chri- 
ſtianiſmum pro. 
tulerunt. Tert. 
de praſcript. 
cap.7 

Naz. Orat.21. 
pag.380 
Bafil.Epiſt.61. 
Senec.nat.quels. 
7. Pet.a/E rod. 
decret. Tit. 6. 
Sef.2. 

* Non parum 
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* Contra Fedte- 
fie fundatiſſimii 
more nemo ſen - 
tiat. Au.cp.28. 
Ad antiquiſſ- 
mas recurrere 
Eccleſias: Tren. 
L.3.c4.4. Tert. 
de Coro.milit.c. 
3,4- de veland. 
virgin.c.1,2 
Nemo nobis mo- 
leſtias exhibe« 
at, fic enim ſcu- 
tit ac docct ſan- 
a Dei Eccleſia 


| 4b origine.Epi- 


phan.7 Attcor. 
DQuod nec n Kot 
\ , 
yn Tuwvh Fee, : 
by 
&TSN FH Wet 
oa Fg 
wv Mio 
-7 
TagadeJer), 
Ts £ ua 1d]oA- 
as A” » 
ply ws 5x8 
Tns £9Q2THS 
, 
& Toyota it. 
Bafſil.cont, Eu- 
no, 11.2, Aug. 


Epiſt.118, c.1.. 
7 119. (4,19. x 


contra Jul.li.1. 
C.4,7.1.2.c.10. 


* Vid. Mercer. in Job.12.12. a Adoro Scriptura plenitudinem—ſcriptum eſſe docoat 
Hermogents oficina. $i non eſt ſcriptum, timeat va ilind thicicutibus aut detrahentivus 
deſtinatum, Tert.cont. Herm.c.22. Vide ctiam de praſci.cont:Har.ca.10,11. <Quoteungue 
adverſus veritatem ſapit hoc crit Hareſss,ctiam vetus conſuctudo, Tert.c. 1.de voland.virg, 
Conſnctudo ſin vcritate vetuſtas erroris eſt : Cypr.ad Pomp.contr. Steph. Si ſolus Chriſtus 
andiendzs eſt,non debemys attendere quid antes aliquis faciendum putaveris, ſel quid qui 
ante omnes eſt Chriſtus prior fecerit 3 neque enim hominis conſuetndinem ſequi oportet, ſed 
Dei veritatem : Cyp.l.2.Ep.3.ad Cactlium, Vid. C.Alcx. Siro.l.7. p4.544. 46. Baill, 
de Spiritu ſanfo.c.7.49 Ep.80, Moral. Reg. 1 2. 6dp.2. Aug Epiſt.11 2.in progm. de ort- 
bus Eccleſix Cathol. 1.x. eap.7 .contra-Epiſt. Parma. 1ib.3. cap.2. de uwitat.Eccteſ.'c.2,3, 
6,17,18,19. coitra Crcſc.l.2. cap,z 2. | 


— — —— 


to hold thoſe Do&trines which accord beſt with 
the grounds of faith 8 love in Chriſt, thoſe which 
aſcribe moſt glory to God and his Grace, which 
moſt conduce to the humbling and debaſfing of |; 
the pride of man, which moſt tend to the practice 
of godlines, to the purifying of Conſcience,to the 
edifying of the Body of Chriſt. Our Doctrine 
muſt be according unto godlineſſe, x Tim.6.3. and 
our knowledge the acknowledging of the Truth 
which is after Godlineſſe, Tit.1.1. j 
7. Swifz * The Cuf#om of the Churches of God 
To retaine that, (when there is no cxpreſſe and 
evident variation from Divine Authority)which is 
moſt conſonant to thereceived uſage of the ancient 
and pure ages of the Church. This Rule the Apo- 
ſtle gives for ſupprefling of differences, If any ſeem 
to be contentions, wee have no ſuch cuftome, nei- 
ther the Churches of God, 1 Corin.11. 16. Inquire 
of the former age, ſaith Bildad, and prepare thy 
ſelfe to the ſearch of their fathers, Job $8.8. Look to 
the old way, ſaith the Prophet, Fer.6.16. It was mt | 
fo from the beginning Aaith our Saviour, Mat.19.8. 
* Onely this Rule is to be qualified with this 
neceſſary diſtintion, That * no Antiquity hath 


any 
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any Authority in matters neceſſary of Faith , 
Worſhip,or Doctrines of Religton,to preſcribe 
or diliver any thing.,as in it felte and 1immedi- 
atcly obligatory ro the Conſcience, which is 
either contradi&ted or omitted in the written 
Word, which we beleeve to be fully ſufficient 
to make the man of God perfe@t, and throughly fur- 
niſhed unto every good worke, 2 Tim.3.16,17. 
Burt, 1. In matters acceſſory of indifferency, or- 
der, decency, and inferiour nature. 2. In matter 
of Te#t1mony to the truths of Scripture, and for 
manifeſting the ſucceſſion, fAlourithing,and har- 
mony of doctrines through all ages of the 
Church, the godly learned have juſtly aſcribed 
much to the authority and uſage of the ancient 
Churches. The ſtudy of the doctrine and Rites 
whereof is juſtly called by the moſt learned Pri- 
mate of Ireland, a noble ftudy. T wil conclude this 
particular with the words of S. Auſtin, ® In thoſe 
things, ſaith he, wherein the holy Scripture hath 
defined nothing ,zos Populi Dez & inſtituta majo- 
rum pro lege tenenda ſunt, The cuſtome of Gods 
people, and appointments of our fore-fathers 
muſt be held for laws. Laſtly, «4afj,Subwiſs107 
| to the ſpirits of the Prophets, and the judgments 
| of the godly learned : < not to be ſtiffe and infle- 
| Xible in our owne conceits, nor to be Acceptors 


of our own perſons, but to be willing to retract . 


. . 


—— 


b Aug. Epiſt. 
85. 


c Ego quidem 
fateor me ex C- 
orum numero 

eſſe conari quit 
proficiendo ſcri- 
bunt, & (crt- 
bendo profict- 
unt, unde ft 4- 
liquid vet in- 


cautius, vel indofius a me poſitum eſt, —nes miraugum <ſft, neg dotendum, ſed potius 
ignoſccndum-atque gratulandum , non quia erraqum ef, ſed quia jinprovatum , CF 


Vid.»Auguſt. Epiſt. 7. 
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, Cypr.ad Quir. 
Prafat. Concil, 
Carthag. ( in 
#nitio Concilit. 
Aug.de Bapti|. 
contr. Doxat. li. 
I. cap. 18, & 
lib.2.cap.1,5, 


any errour, and with meekneſs and thankfulneſs, 
to be led into the right way by 4 hand. Ex- 
cellent was the reſolution of Fob in this caſe 


Teach mee, and I will hold my peace, and cauſe me | 


to know wherein T have erred,Fob 6.24. In which 
one diſpoſition did all men, who otherwiſe 
differ, firmly agree, and were not too: partially 
addicted to their own fancies, nor - had their 
judgments (which thould be guided only by the 
truth of things) too much enthralled jo their 
own wils,ends, or paſſions ; ſoon might they be 
brought, if not wherein they erre, to change 
their judgments, yet at leaſt ſo to allay them 
with humility and love, (as Saint Cyprian did 
his) that they ſhould never breake forth into 
bitterneſſe rowards their Brethren , or diſtur- 
bance of the Church of God. 

Thus have I, with as much light as my weak- 
neſle could diſcover, and with as much brevity 
as the weight of the Argument would allow 0- 
pened the meanes of procuring and preſerving 
Peace amongſt Brethren. | 

The other Particular in the Text would re- 
quire as large a portion of time as this hath 
already ſpent. I ſhall ſpare to bee ſo injurious 
to your patience, and to the bufineſſe wee at- 
trend upon ; onely becauſe thoſe things which 
God hath joyned together no man ought to 
put aſunder, I ſhall therefore as Architects uſe 


to doe, give you in but a few lines a Modell | 
_of the building here by the Apoſtle com- 


mended 
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mended unto us, and ſo kave you, and it to 
Gods Bleiling. 

Ke? 7 75 moos] Is Then, It is not any kind 
of Peace which muſt bee thus purſued. Such 
the things in difference may bee as muſt be 
earneſtly contended for,Fude w.3. If Peace hin- 
der Edification, wee muſt then build, as Nehe- 
miahs iervants did, with our ſpirituall Wea- 
pons in our hands. It muſt be an edifying, but 
no deſtroying Peace. It hath an 4 ywe13y to 
bound it, Rom. 12.18. and wee know, 1d [olum 


poſſumns , quod jure poſſumus. 


2. He purpoſely (evereth Peace and Liberty, 
that hee may joyne Peace and Charity; In our 
ſervices to the Church of God, wee muſt ever 
more looke to what is helpefull to others, than 
to whar is lawfull for our ſelves; to part from a 
little of our owne ground, rather than our 
brothers houſe ſhould bee unbuilt. All thines, 
faith the Apoſtle, are lawfwull, but all things ed; e 
not. 

3. It is not 9dwuuls delullu,Let us follow peace ; 
but 74 4 &elwns, The things which make for peace. 
It is not enough that we have pious affections 
to the Peace and Edification of the Church, 
as an End ;- but we muſt put to all our skill and 
wiſedome, and caſt about for the moſt proper 
and ſeaſonable meanes conducing to ſo good 
an End. Fora man may have an indifferent 


| good will to Peace it ſelfe, and yet when it 


comes to the 72 5 4gtwn;, tO the meanes for the 
F'3 adyan- 
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adyancing of it, to the paines he muſt take, to 
the liberty hee muſt forbcare, to the coſt hee 
muſt be at, to the cenſures he may undergoe ; 
here he ſtops, and is deterred with the diff- 
culties of ſo noble an enterpriſe, like the ſlug- 
oard in Solomon, that ſaith, There is a Lion in the 
way. | | 

4 It is Ed:fication which is the worke com- 
mitted unto us : all the power which God hath 
annexed to our Office, and all the learning, e- 
locution, wiledome, ſubtilty, abilities which 
our labours with his bleſſing have attained un- 
to, muſt all bee directed and laid out- upon this 
end. As the greateſt knowledge of a Chriſti - 
an is to know the Croſſe of Chriſt, ſo the 
oreateſt learning of a Church-man is to build 
the Body of Chriſt. And this inſtruceth us 
how we are to preach the Law unto the Peo- 
ple of Chriſt. The Apoſtle telleth us, that 
5riuGr = ezod1ibn, Gal.3.19. It was added to the Go- 
ſpel. For ſo we find that the Promiſe and Cove- 
nant made to Abraham is prefixed before the 
Decalogue, when it was publiſhed from Mount 
Sinai, Ex.20.2. added,] fay.not as a ſupplement 
to make up a defect, but as an 7nF#rument to pre- 
pare the way, 8 diſcover the need we have of a 
Goſpel ; and therfore Fohn Baptiſt came before | 
with the ſpirit of E/:as, and with an axe,to make | 
way for Christ the Prince of Peace. We muſt nor | 
therefore preach the Law aloxe by it ſelfe, as it | 
is a killing and deſtroying letter, but as it was 
o1ven, 
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given,{o it muſt be preached 2x the hand of a Me- 
diatour. We preach nothing but The Grace of 
God which bringeth Salvation, (1 am {ure wee 
ſhould preach nothing elſe.) Ir is onely the 
wickednefle of thoſe which contemne it, that 
turneth the Salvation which we preach, into a 
ſayour of death unto themſelves. 

5. We (ce here Peace and Building in the 
Church goe ſtill together. When the weake 
do not cenſure, nor the ſtrong deſpiſe , bur 
they goe hand in hand together, the one reve- 
rencing, the other compaſſionating their fel- 
low Brethren, then doth the Structure riſe up 
and flouriſh ; whereas when men fall to vaine 
janglings, and unprofitable , uncharitable di- 
{putes, the work of Piety is ever at a ſtand. 
When the Tongues were divided, the Buil- 
ding quickly became a Babell. And therefore 
we in eur Callings ought to. preſerve the love 
of our people ; to be helpefull, hoſpitable, 
courteous, patient, merciful], to uſe all milde- 


rn I 
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neſſe to all men, ro overcome evill with good, 
for meate not to deſtroy the worke of God, 
to preferre the Soules of our Brethren before 
our own dues and emoluments, that they may 
ſee we feeke not theirs ſo much as them : 
not that 1 would have us to betray the Rights | 
of our Placcs, but to claime them with all ten- | 
derneſſe, and with evident aflurances of Love | 
and Peace. | 
6. It muſt be ©, 4xjavs to0, not onely Paſs;ve 
Edi 
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Fdification, an yeelding to be built, 1 Per. 2.5. 
nor onely Immanent Edtfication, a building up 
of our ſelves, Fude v.20. but a mutall and rran- 
ſient Edification, as iron whetteth iron, a conſi- 
dering of one another to provoke unto loye, 
and unto good workes, Heb.10.24. 


7. It muſt be 9roxouy t00. It is not enough 


to deſire it, to accept it, to meet it halfe way, 
to let it in, and welcome it when it comes to 
us 3 But we muſt Purſ#e and goe after it. If any 
man refuſe Peace, ſo that ir flieth from us, we 


muſt put it to an « Sway, and venture our ſelves 
for it toa ſ# forte, and quantum in nobis, if by 
any meanes we may overtake and apprehend 
it, Rom. 12.18, If any man refuſe Ed:fication, 
and thruſt away the Grace and Mercy which 
is preached unto him, it muſt be 1,44. here 
r00, not give him over, and to let him alone 
for deſperate, but to purſue him ſtill, to digge 
about him, and dung him (as it is in the Para- 
ble, Zuke 13.8.) It may be he will yet bring 
forth fruit : many there are which come into 
the Vineyard at the laſt hour, We muſt here 
pur it tO 4 ,,;-e7e TOO, if God peradventure wil 
oive him Repentance, 2 T7m.2.25. and in the 


meane time to ſhew all meeknefle to all men, 


becauſe we our ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh 
and diſobedient, T:t.3.2,3. 

Now laſtly, unto the ſubſtance of this Buil- 
ding, there pertaine but theſe three things. A 
Foundation,a Superſtruttion,a Contignation. 


1. A ſtable 


— 
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1. A ſtable and ſolid Foundation, which is 
either perſonall, and that is Chri#+ onely, 1 Cor. 
3-II. Or * pradicall, the knowledge whereof 
1s requiſite as a ground-worke unto ſome fur- 
ther end ; and this againe is twofold. 

Either, the Foundation of Theologicall Do- 
&rines, upon which they are raiſed, and by 
which they are to be meaſured, and fo the 
Dottrine of the A __ and Prophets is called a 
Foundation, Eph. 2.20. orelſc the Foundati- 
on of Salvation, whatſoever things are ſimply 
and abſolutely neceſſary to the ſpirituall, vitall, 
and ſalvificall ſtate of a Chriſtian, ,2%.e poſita 
ponunt, & ſublata auferunt ſalutem, which have 
by the Ordination of God a neceſſary and in- 
trinſecal connexion unto eternal life, S* Pal 
gives it us in three words, Faith, Hope,and Love. 

I. > Faith, as the primo primum, without 
which no other motions, though materially 
in morall conſtruction good, are yet 7 foro 
Cel; vitall and ſalvificall. This Faith is con- 
tracted into the Creeds of the Church, requiring 
an intellectuall aſſent of the minde to the Truth, 
and 2 fiduciall reliance of the heart on the Good- 
zeſſe of God in Chriſt in all thoſe Evangelicall 
Do&rines for our owne righteonſnefle and 
falvation : and thus Faith is by < the Ancients 
often called a 4 Foundation. | 


4 Rom. 6. 17. 
O& 12. 6. 

1 Cor.15.14. 
2 Cor.10. 14 
Gal.6.16 
Epheſ.4.13 
Phi. 1. 27.48 2. 
2. @ 3+15,16 
Col.1.23 

i Tim. 6.3 .. 
2 Tim. 3.14 
Tit. 1.1. & 4. 
3,3. Heb.6.1 
Jude ver. 3 
Rev.14. 12 
Regula werita- 
tis per Baptiſ- 
mun accepta. I- 
renel.1.c. 1,219 
Fides eccleſia- 
ſtica, Epip. Her. 
57-0t 35.Nax. 
O0r4.14,26,40. 
Hilar. de Trin. 
L.10, Charafer 
Chriſtianiſm. 
Atha. ad Serap. 
Regula paruis 
magniſque com - 
mw. Auguſt. 
Ffiſt.57. 

b Laudo ſuper 
edificarionem 
boni operis, ſed 
agnoſco Fidei 
fundamentum, 
Fidcr radivem. 
Auguſt.in Pſa. 
31. deprad.ſto. 


c.7.Rhem.in Explan.c.6.ad Heb, Ambr.Offic.l.1.c.29.4e Sacramentis,l.1,c.1. Euſ.E- 
miſſen. Hom.2.de Symb. Fulg.prolog.l.de Fide ad Pet. Dial, Aug.Serm.115.de temp. 
de fid-&& opcr.c.16. Enchirid.c,2. Proſp.de vit. contemp. 1.2.c.21. c Tert. de Orat. 
c.o, d Mar.15.16.Joh. 3.18,36. & $.24. 1Cor.15.17.Gal.2.20. 1Jo.5.1,12,13. 
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e Rom. 8. 24, 
26 

1 Pet.1.3 

tRom.10.12, 


g John 14. 21 
1 Cor. 13,1, 


2,3 
h 2 Cor. 7.9, 


1 Tim.1.5,19 
1 Joh. 3.8, g. 
4.18, 5.3 


k Neh.1.11 
Eſa.26.8 

| Rom.7.22 

a Aug. de ſpir. 
& lit. cap.14 
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2. © Hopeas the Ground and Foundation of | 
all * Invocation, and ſpiritual Worſhip, and there- | 
fore the Apoſtle faith of ſuch as deſtroyed the 
incommunicable Worſhip of God, that they 
did not Hold the head, Col.2.18,19. and thus the 
Lords Prayer containing the adequate object of 
all our Hopes, is called by Turtullian, A funda- | 
mentall Prayer. | 

3. 3 Love, as the Principle of all 0bedzence 
and newneſle of living. In a ® Godly ſorrow for 
all finne paſt, a Godly purpoſe abrenouncing all 
ſinne iin Conſcience, profeſſion, and endeavour 
of Converſation for the time to come, * a deſire 
to feare Gods name, a !delight in his Law, a 
Love of our Brethren, a Conſcience void of 
offence towards God and men. And fo Love 
is by the Apoſtle called a * Root and Ground, 
Epheſ.3.17. 

Now the laying of this Fowndation aright, 
and cauſing ignorant men in fome meaſure to 
underſtand the myſteries of Religion and Sal- 
vation, is indeed the maſter-picce of the wiſeſt 
Builder, and that, without the which all our 
other Sermons to the People will bee little 
better than loſt labour, till theſe Principles be 
ſoundly faſtened in their Conſciences, 


| be joyned a 
| cauſe ſomer 


2. To this Foundation of Faith in Doctrine, 
| hope in worſhip, and love in obedience, muſt 

rogreſle in the Superitruftion, be- 
Fine will be ever wanting to the 


Grace and Knowledge of God inus : and in 
this 
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this ſuperedification, it: will be tieedfull to 0b- 
ſerve theſe two things: \- 

1. A due order and diſpofition : for though 
all the Truths of God are to bee taught, yer 
each in its due.place and time, -according as 
the ſtrength and growth of ont hearers is able to 
bear. As'the Scripture was dehivered aiauueess, 
by pieces and degrees, ſo ſhould it be preached 
too, [zxe upon line, precept upon precept. It was 


' (Lthink) wiſe counſel], that of a learned Cardi- 


nal, That with vulgar people, it were beſt begin- 
ning at the later end of S, Pawls Epiſtles, where 
he {peaks of Duties, and then after that to go 


to.the beginnings, where he is more profound in 


Dottrines.. | | 
2. A due Connexion, that we ſever not thoſe 
Do&trines which God hath joyned. Not to 
reach Works without Faith, which in the 
Jour begate pride, and opinion'of their own 
righteouſneſſe, Rom. 10. 5, Not Faith with- 
out Works, which fome Hereticks doing, (for 
that the leamed obſerve to have been the 
cauſe of the Epiſtles of Saint Fames and Saint 
Fohn) did thereby cauſe great ſcandal and li- 
centious living. To preach the Law fo, as to 
ſhew men ſtill, upon Repentance, a Refuge to 
the Goſpel; and fo to preach the Goſpel, as 
to ſhew them withall upon their contempt and 
pg eg diſobedience, the curſes of the 

aw. 

3- There is the Contignation and covering, 
G requiſite 
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Vid. Fab. praf, 
an lib.7, Inſtit. 
Orat. Non de- 
bemus onerarc 
infirmitatem 
difcentium, ſed 
temperare . tires 
noſtras,ct a in. 
tclleFum audi- 
entium deſcen- 
dere, Idem l. 1. 
cap.2. lib,z. 
cap. 3,6, 


Quicquid nar- 
ras,iti air iit 


Hle cui loqueris | 


audiends c#e- 
dat , ctelendo 


ſperet, ſperarido | 


diligat. Auz. 
de Catech. Rui 
dib.c.4. Tert. 
de praſer.*c.g. 
Aug. de-fid. & 
oper. cap. 14. de 
Gras. et li. Ar- 
bitr. cap.7. 
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requiſite to. preſerve the Building from out- | 
ward injury. And that is either Mini#eriall or 
Supreme. Miniſteriall is three fold. 
| I. Soveraigne, and ſo Princes lawes are a 
|; Crowne and. covering to the Church of God : 
, Nurſing fathers they are to bee, Iſai. 49%23. 
| and a great part of their Honour and Office it 
| is to bee Shields and Protections to Gods 
Houſe. | | | 
| - 2. Eccleſiaſticall, and ſo four things there 
arc whereby the Reverend Biſhop and -Paſtours 


of the Church doe roofe this Building. - 

* £x 87 ot- I. Piety and unblameableneſle . of living : 
frag i. | Be thou an example, ſaith the Apoſtle to Time- 
andyous Sid thy, in word and converſation, I Tim.q.12:* for 
Bel af T0 an evill life in one 'of- us will uncover more 
49.18 than an induſtrious hand will eaſily repaire 
againe. 

. 2. Learning, chiefly in the holy Scriptures, 
Ppheſ.4.rz | and then in the ſucceſſion and Dodtrine' of the 
Phil. r. 2.2. Churches of Chriſt -in all ages, That wee may 
nn c iz | be able by ſound Doftrine, both to exhort and con- 

1 Tim.3.1 vince gainſayers, Tit.1.9. | 
: | 3-Labor in Preaching of the word both by 
ohn 4. 3$ . Fa (= 

1 Cor.3. 8 Dottrine and living. You know how the bu- 
2 Cor.10.15 | fineſſe of our Calling is ſet forth unto us, and 
INT. under what expreſſions, * #801, A worke, and 

& 5.12 more then that, * «iT, 4 painful Work, * 401, 
: _ '7 | Acare; and more then that, f wiewwre, 4 diftra- 
+2 Cor.11.28 | ting Care; the Worke of a Souldicr, and of 


Phil.2.20 a Shepherd; and'of an Husbandman , and of 


. 1 Tim 3.5 4 Chi- 
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a Chirurgian, which requires more patience 
and affiduity, calles upon us to bee in a readi- 
neſſe day and night. Such a Worke as we muſt 
wholly give our ſelves unto, » Tezoxar]zgnow and 
#uaoa and mar, and v To aventhey arc the 
Apoſtles expreſſions, A Worke which will 
keepe us ſtill doing ; a Worke in which of all 
othei is required the moſt exquiſite- and diff 
cult mixture of wiſedome and courage, zeale 
and temper, boldnefſe and meeknefle, power 
and patience, authority and compaſſion, . reve- 
rence-and humility, eloquence and plainneſle, 


learning and experience, . that no wonder if 


Saint Pawl cry out 7is ixavis. » Norwonder if Gre- 
gory Na\ian;en and others have :hidde,. and 
runne away from ſuch an Imploymeut; but: a 
great wonder it is to fee men of: greene heads, 
of crude and lanke abilities to ruſh without 
feare or due preparations: upon ſo dreadfull 
and ſacred an Office, certainly, ofall Calliags 
under heaven, wee in ours: have greateſt reaſon 
to cry out with the Prophet David, If thou 
{| Lord ſhouldeſt marke iniquities, O Lord, wh 
might ſtand ? A 
4. Diſcipline and fatherly Government, 
to keepe "the ſtones of the. Building-in order, 


and to reduce. all unto :decency and' beauty : 


for as God muſt 'bee. ſerved with holinefſe, ſo 

it muſt bee inthe Beauty of Holineſſe too, and 

Unity is the beauty of-rhe Church, - Behold how 

oleaſan it is for brethren y- dwel together in _ 
| 2 n 


| 
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b Aas5.4 

i Tim.4.15 
ARs12. 25 

2 Tim. 4.5 
Cal.4.17 
ARas 14+ 26 

it Tin.4.15,16 
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And here let me ſpeak one word to to you 
who are Church-wardens, and are entruſted 
with the. care of Preſenting Diſorders to the 
Governours of the Church ; to beſecch you 
to conſider the Religion and Sacrednefſe of | 
that Oath, whichin the Houſe of God, and as | 
you expe _ from- Gad, you:promiſe to | 
performe ; with the reverence of which Oath, 

{ and fear of Gods dreadfull Name, were you 
{0 throyghly affected, as indeed you ought, 
wee ſhould not ſee what with grief wee doe, 
ſo great contempt. of Gods Houſe and Ordi- 
nances, as if they were common and profane 
things 3 many fcarce _— the whole 
yeare making their Confeſhon of finnes to 
God in. the Afſembly of his People, many 
ſeldom or never hearing any one Pſalme of 
David, or Chapter of the holy Scriptures read 
unto them -; nay, many neglecting the whole 
Lirurgic of the Chutch, and dropping in after 
the Sermon is begun ; and thoug the Prea- 
cher have taken fad paines for what in-the 
Name of God he ſpeaks unto them, having 
not yet the patience to ſtay till thar peice of the 
hour be ended. Certainly, David had learned 
more reverence to the Lords Houſe, 7was glad 
when they ſaid, Let us go into the Houſe of the | 
Lord, Pſ{al.122.1. And fo had Cornelius, who | 
with his kindred and neer friends wazted for | 
the-coming of Peter, Ads 10. 24. And ſo had | 
Solomon, who teacheth' men to wart daily at the | 
| gates | 
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gates, and to give attendance at the poſtes of the 
aoores of Gods Houſe, Prov.8.34. A the Pro- 
phecies foretell the like of Gods People under 
the Goſpel, that they ſhould call upon one ano- 
ther, and ſhould Goe ſpeedily to pray before the 
Lord, ana to ſeeke the Lord, Zach.$.21. I 
ſpeake this in zeale to the ſervice of God, 
and to the reverence of his Sanctuary, and 
beſeech you by the ſacrednefle of your Oath, 
and for the feare of Gods Name to thinke: up- | 
on it; | 54, {I | 

3. Geperadl, and fo: all the: People in their 
places muſt labourby inoffenſfave and holy lives, 
and by, the - peaceable fruits of righreouſneſle | 
to cover .the Church wherein they live from | 
the reproaches- of *a}b thoſe! who” caluminate | | 
our Doctrine and Worthip, as tending to li- | 
centious, prophane, rebellious, or ſuperſtitious | 
living. 

And now when all this is done, Except the | 
Lord build the Houſe, they labour dut in vaine 
that build it. Paul may plant, and Apollo may 
water, but his Bleſſing it is which muſt perfect | 
all. Wee all are-but walles of mudde, which 
may eaſily bee broken through ; Hee only is a 
Wall of fire which no enemies can approach 
unto. And therefore wee muſt all (and wee in 
our Calling eſpecially ) bee frequent and ur- 
gent in ourPraters to him to preſerve the Peace, 
to repaire the Breaches, and to build up the | 

' Walles of his Feruſalem, that he would give us | 
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eyes to {ce, and hearts to love; and mouths to 
utter, and lives to expreſle the praiſes of his 
Word. And that hee would give his Word a 
free paſſage into the heads and hearts, into the 


that ſo. beginning ar the unity of the Faith, and 
| knowledge of the Son: of ;God,” we may grow 
up together unto a perfe&t man, to the meaſure 
of the ſtature of the fulneſle of Chriſt ; which 


"| the Lord-grang for the merits 8& mercies of his 


Beloved Sonne Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; to 
Whom with'the Father and the blefled Spi- 
rit, Three Perſons, and One Immorta 
and-onely Wiſe God be all Glory, 
Majeſty, and Thankſ-gjving, 
- nowand for evermore, - - 
| ' Armen, / 
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